Chess master Akshat plays
with over 50 players at [IM
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INDORE: Chess International
Master Akshat Khamparia
promoted the game of chess at
Indian Institute of Management
(Indore) on Sunday, by playing
with over 50 players simultane-
ously in a Chess Simultaneous
Exhibition.

The event:was a unique oppor-
tunity for over 50 of the brightest
minds of ITM Indore to test their
skills against the silver medal-
ist of the Commonwealth Chess
Championship. Akshat played
with the students and faculty
members who also learnt the
tricks of the game from him.

“I chose simultaneous chess
match because it is more enter-
taining and engaging for new
players and it also keeps the
audiences entertained. I am glad
that IIM Indore was excited to
hold this event when we spoke
to them about this. This kind
of enthusiasm is essential for
the game and the players,” said
Akshat who recently missed his
grandmaster norm by a whisker
at Spanish Léague.

Akshat added, “It is very
important for our state to rec-
ognise chess as a sport. Many
brilliant players who cannot
afford the game have already
quit. Irealised that sponsorship
issues exist in our state more
that nearby states like Gujarat
because our government does
not promote chess the way it
should.”

In a chess simultaneous
match, the chess boards are laid

INDORE: Host Madhya
Pradesh made winning
start on the opening day
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Handball Championship
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other members of associa-
tion were present on the
occasion.

After inaugural cer-
emony, opening match of
championship was played
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on the tables and the exhibitor  centres across the country:

moves from player to player to
play one move with each player.
The game started at around 5.30

in the evening and lasted for .

nearly four hours.

The chief guest of the event
was Prof Siddhartha K Rastogi,
professor of Economics at IIM
Indore and fellow chess enthu-
siast.

GOPICHAND’S BADMINTON
ACADEMY LIKELY IN MP
NEW DELHI: National badminton
coach Pullela Gopichand is in
talks with authorities to open an
academy in Madhya Pradesh in
the coming days. Similar centres
are set to open in Gujarat and
Rajasthan too

“Weare planning to openafew

“Right now, we are talking to

- Gujarat, we will be definitely start-

ing there nextmonth,” Gopichand
said.

“Last three months have been
very hectic for me. Few months
before-that also I was focused on
the Commonwealth Games, World
Championship and Asian Games.
So once the Asian Games is over
I will focus on these because I
believe there is a lot of talent and
interest also in state associations
to open similar centres. So, we as
anacademy want to branch out to
thesenew places,” Gopichand said.

Gopichand, who already runs
an academy in Hyderabad, also .
said he plans to join hands with
schools across.the country in
future.
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International Master
Akshat Khamparia played
simultaneously against 50
students and faculty mem-
bers of Indian Institute of
Management, Indore and
defeated them all during a
simultaneous chess exhibi-
tion, on Sunday evening.

A silver medallist of the
Commonwealth Chess
Championship chose a
simultaneous chess game
against ITM grads because he
thinks that it’s more fun
than playing against an indi-
vidual. Chess boards were
laid on the tables even as
Khamparia moved from
player to player to play one
move with each of them. The
game started at 5.30 pm and
lasted for nearly four hours.
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“It's was great to play
against the brilliant minds of
management field,” he said.
Khamparia said that he was
glad that [IM-Indore officials
agreed to organise the simul-
taneous chess exhibition
when they spoke to him
about it. On future of the
chess in Madhya Pradesh,
Khamparia said that spon-
sorship issues in the State
forced many brilliant play-
ers to quit the game.

“It is very important for
our state to recognise chess
as a sport. Our government
does not promote chess the
way it should be.”

IIM-Indore faculty mem-
ber and chess enthusiast
Siddhartha K Rastogi said:
“Chess is not a typical sport
played by most people. It is
good to see this sort of expo-
sure for ITM students.”
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