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Direct flights to Sharjah
may become reahty soon

Times News NETWORK

Indore: Flyers from Indore
will soon get to fly directly to
Sharjah, thefirst international
flight while connectivitytoJai-
pur and Ahmedabad will also
start by September:

Ashwani Lohani, chair-
manand MD of AirIndiasaid,
“AirIndiamaysoonstartan in-
ternational flight from Indore
to Sharjah."” He was in Indore
to attend an industry meet or-
ganised by Indian Institute of
Management on Saturday.

Apart from the special Haj
flight, the Sharjah flight willbe
the first regular international
flight from Indore,

“We have plans to connect
Indore to Sharjah for which we
have sent a proposal to the Ho-
me Ministry The service will
start as soon as we get the app-
roval,” Lohani said. He added
that theairline hassought clea-
rance for three to four interna-
tional destinations and talks
with the government are on.
Air India also plans to start
flights from Indore to Jaipur

Air India chairman and managing director Ashwani Lohani planting a
sapling on 1IM- Indore campus on Saturday

and Ahmedabad. “Flights to
Jaipur and Ahmedabad are
likely to be operational by Sep-
tember;"” said Lohani.

Under the project Udan
which aims aiming fo connect
tier 2and tier 3 cities in the co-
untry, Air India has started se-
veralnew flights from Gwalior
to Indore and from Delhi to
Shimlaand Gwalior:

Lohani said, “Ten new 72-
seatersmall planesarelikelyto
headded toourfleet toenhance

small fown connectivity,” The
Airline will also get four new
large planes from the United
States in the next three to four
months. “We will launch seve-
ral new flights to internatio-
nal, domestic and regional des-
tinations.” Three internatio-
nal flights from Delhi to Was-
hington, Stockholm and
Copenhagen will start betwe-
en July and September. Plans
are on to start new flights to
Los Angeles and Africa.

Times of India, June 25, 2017, Page - 04



Indore to Jaipur, Ahmedabad and Kolkata flight likely from September

State’s first overseas flight awaits MHA nod

Al all set to roll out
Indore-Sharjah
flight, expects
approval from
home ministry by
October

@ OUR STAFF REPORTER
INDORE

Air India has completed
the preparation for rolling
out the state’s maiden in-
ternational flight from the
city under ‘hub-and-spoke’
policy to Sharjah via
Mumbai. However, the na-
tional carrier is awaiting
the approval from Union
ministry of home affairs
to start its operation,
which was expected to be

granted by October. Never-
theless, on domestic front,
the PSU airliner is likely
to rollout three flights
from city to Jaipur,
Ahmedabad and Kolkata
by September.
Chairman
managing di-
rector
(CMD) of
Air  India,
Ashwani Lo
hani, here
at Indian
Institute  of
Management (IIM) on Sat-
urday while interacting to
selected media on the side-
lines of Industry Meet
2017 informed that IA
wants to start internation-
al flights from tire-II cities
of the country, including

and

Indore under ‘hub-and-
spoke’ policy.

“I have sent a request to
MHA to connect Indore to
Sharjah via Mumbai un-
der the policy. On the day
the proposal getsnod from
MHA, Indore will connect
with Sharjah.

e

ot

It is difficult to say the
time the permission will
take to arrive, but we are
hoping for the best,” Lo-
hani said.

Highlighting the AI's ini-
tiatives for tapping domes-
tic destinations of MP, he

said that we have recently
started flights for Indore-
Gwalior-Delhi under Udan
scheme, aimed at connect-
ing small airports. He in-
formed that Al is going to
implement its previous
domestic flight
[l opera-
tion plan to
connect the
city under regional
connectivity
scheme (RCS) from Au-
gust-September. Under the
plan Al will start a flight
which will start from
Kolkata and connect
Raipur, Indore-Ahmed-
abad-Jaipur and Delhi.
Replying question about
Arl'splanof making hub of
ATRs in central India, Lo-
hani said that is proposed

to set a hub, this would be
either at Raipur or Bhopal.
He makes it clear that it's
just in our consideration
not a firm planning.

“At the moment we are
waiting for getting ATR
aircrafts which we haveor-
dered. Issue is with the
shortage of staff, which ul-
timately leads to delay in
flights operation,” he said
adding that “We have re-
quirement of staff and
crew. This was the problem
that we inherited, but now
we are overcoming them.
About 400 crew and 600
staff are just requited.”

On the reports of at-
tempts of privatisation of
Al, Lohani said that
please ask government on
the issue.

Industry Meet 2017 at lIM Indore Managerial Excellence in a Challenging Environment

Before moving ahead for career, ask
yourself the purpose of your life: ATl CMD

#® OUR STAFF REPORTER
INDORE

The annual interactive
event of IIM Indore ‘Indus-
try Meet 2017’ was held on
Saturday. The meet was
aimed at understanding
the changing paradigms of
the industry needs and ac-
cordingly change the cur-
riculum for the partici-
pants.

Chairman and managing
director of Air India, Ash-
wani Lohani was the chief
guest at the event.

The event began with the
formal lamp lighting cere-
mony by the Lohani, along
with MD and CEO, John
Deere, Satish Nadiger, di-
rector, IIM Indore profes-
sor Rishikesha T Krishnan
and chairperson, Industry
Interface Committee and
Faculty, I[IM Indore, profes-
sor NMK Bhatta.

Delivering the key note
address on ‘Managerial Ex-
cellence in a Challenging
Environment’ Lohani high-
lighted the importance of
human values. He said that
“Before you jump to a con-

Air India CMD Ashwani Lohani addressing Industry Meet-2017 at IIM Indore on Saturday ppHoRS

clusion and take a move
ahead for your career, ask
yourself, what the purpose
of your life is? Do you just
wish to be successful and
famous and earn money; or
you really want to develop
as a human being?”

He advised the students
to understand that life is
beyond great lifestyle and
enjoyment—and we need
to identify the true-self
and take our aims forward
slowly and steadily, getting

over the setbacks and re-
maining strong. “Every
youngster today wants to
reach a top position in the
sector he/she works in. At-
taining a top position isn’t
worthy, if you don’'t use
that position and power for
the welfare of the society,”
he said.

He also encouraged the
students to become suc-
cessful managers, but also
advised themto try and be-
come inspirational leaders

who encourage the em-
plovees, don’t have ego and
listen to the inner voice
which gives genuine sug-
gestions.

His talk was followed by a
Q&A session.

Earlier, addressing the
meet professor Krishnan
informed about the very
purpose of the meet. He
said that the purposeof In-
dustry Interface Office is
to connect with the indus-
tries not only with regards

to executive educational
programmers, but also to
modify the curriculum for
diversifying students’
knowledge.

The event witnessed over
250 industrial leaders and
specialists from numerous
sectors, sharing their expe-
rience and knowledge with
a huge gathering compris-
ing of budding entrepre-
neurs, scholars, young
managers and the students
and faculty of IIM Indore.

Free Press, June 25, 2017, Page - 05
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